
Gall Wasps 

Gall wasps are tiny parasitic wasps or cynipids that have an interesting relationship with plants.  An adult gall wasp lays its eggs in 
the stem of a host plant and, when its larvae hatch, it begins feeding on the plant. As the larvae feeds, its saliva injures the plant and  
stimulates it to produce an unusual hard-shelled growth, called a gall. The gall becomes a safe and dry place for the larvae to grow and 
pupate before turning into an adult.  This insect actually changes a plant’s normal response to injury for its own benefit! 

Do gall wasps sting? 
Yes, gall wasps are among the many types of stinging wasps. 

In Magnuson Park, the Thimbleberry serves as host to the thimble-
berry gall wasp.  The galls that are formed appear as a thickening  
or swelling of the stem. 
 
Did you know? 
If you cut open one of the galls on the thimbleberry during the 
period when the larvae are feeding, you would find small worm-like 
wasp grubs crawling around inside. 
 
With some species of gall wasp, there is a single grub inside the gall. 
In others, the one egg that the wasp lays divides into many larvae, 
kind of like identical twins develop in humans. 

	

 
Gall on a 
thimble-
berry 

Female gall wasps have an organ called an ovipositor 
through which they lay their eggs into the tissue of the host 

Look closely to see 
the ovipositor on 
this female gall 
wasp. (Photo by 
Rick Avis)  

Thimbleberry gall wasp 
larva. (Photo by Joyce 
Gross) 



	

Banded Alder Borer Beetle 

Can you spot me?  
This exotic looking beetle can be seen in the 
Pacific Northwest from March – August each 
year.  (Photo by Lynette Elliott) 
 
What’s for dinner? 
This beetle likes to feed on dead Alder, Ash 
and California Laurel trees. It will occasionally 
eat other hardwoods, however. 

The most distinguishing marks on the Banded 
Alder Borer are its long blue and black-striped 
antennae and legs and the single large black 
spot that appears on its thorax. 

Life Cycle – 
An adult female Banded Alder Borer beetle lays eggs individually on small - medium sized dead branches and downed logs. The eggs 
hatch between 7-14 days and the larvae feed under the bark on the dead branch for 6-7 months. The larvae then bore deep into the 
wood to overwinter as pupal cases. In the spring, the pupae complete their development and chew their way out of their winter home, 
and emerge as huge, colorful adults!   
	

Hey Nature Detective! 
Can you spot the bore-holes of the Banded Alder Borer 
beetle on any trees or logs in the park?  

Fun Fact: Banded Alder Borers like the smell of paint. The next time you’re painting your house, 
you may get a visit from this unusual-looking insect! 

	


