All About Butterflies

What is a butterﬂg”
Butterflies are artlnroPods, meaning tlncy have

an exoskeleton or an outer shell that givcs them
their slnaPc and Providcs Protcction to the soft
parts on the inside.

Arthropods lnavcjointcd lcgs. ArtlnroPods with
sixjointcd ]cgs are part of the insect 1fami|y.

Butterflies are cold blooded, which means that
their inside temperature varies accor&ing tothe
temPerature around them. A butkerﬂg’s muscles
work best when the temPerature is between 80-
100 &egrees. When it's colder than that, theg
can’t move very quiclclg and can become a tastg
meal for another animal, like a bird or lizard. When
it's cold outside, butterflies hide. Theg canalso
raise their bo&g temperature bg baslcing inthe
sun. Butterflies wil sPrea& their wings to colect
as much heat as Possible and can raise their bo&g

temPerature bg 10-15 &egrees.
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How many kinds of butterflies are there?

There are about 10,000 sPccics of butterflies on earth. About 170-180 sPccics of
butterflies are found in the state of Waslwington.

Like humans, there are both male and female butterflies.

Butterflies clcvc[oP in four stages: Egg, Catchi”ar (Larva), PuPa (Clwrysalis),
and Adult.

Stage |- Tiny eggs are laid 59 afemale buttcrﬂy on the leaves or stems of Plants.
A buttcrﬂy lays eggsona Plant that her babies will want to at when tlwcy hatch.
Oncethe eggs are laid, the babies are on their own, 50 butterflies Piclc the best
spot tlwcy can find for their eggs.

Stage 2-The eggs hatch and the larvae enter the world cluring the second stage.
Larvae are also known as catchiHars. Catchi”ars sPcncl most of their time eat-
ing, slccPing and growing! Most catchi”ars eat Plant leaves, but some can eat
insects.

Stage3 - When the catchi”ar reaches its full size, it looks for a safe P[acc for
PuPation. The catchiHar makes a cocoon and then wil stay inside of the cocoon
untl its wings are Fu”y clcvclopccl.

Stage 4 - The final stage Is the adult stage. A buttcrﬂy emerges from the cocoon
when its wings are Fu”y clcvclopccl, but can’t ﬂy untilts wings clry.
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‘ Can you tell the difference between a butterﬂy
and a moth?
o Butterflies have knobs on the end of

their antennae

o The antennae of moths taper to a Point
*  Unlike moths, butterflies seldom Hy at

Can you count my wings?

e Butterflies have 4 wings and 6 ]egs that are at-
tached to its thorax. The thorax has muscles that
make the wings and ]egs move.

e A butterﬂg’s wings are covered by overlapping

scales that look similar to the shinglcs on the roof

of ahouse. Do butterflies have mouths?

* Butterflics don't breath through their movth. They Yes. A but’cerﬂg’s mouth is a l[iCbeiCJ hollow tube that it keePs
have holes or pores a]ong their thorax for breath- H §1 tig tucked under its head.

ng: fa butterﬂy 5 abdomen stags under water, It A butterﬂg’s mouth tube can be straighteneci and extended to
wil droun. reach nectar, or to such Piant sap or water.

What do butterflies eat? Butterflies can’t breath through their mouth tubes. Butterflies

e e imPortant el ers butterﬂy is nectar, Lup they have pores or holes in their thorax that theg use for breathing.
also eat rotting frut, Plant sap, &ecaying organic matter, and
minerals that they find inmud.

Butterflies don’t see thcg waty we do. A buttcnqg’s eyes are goocl

at seeing motion, but thcg can'tsee c|car, detalled images. Thcg’rc

rca”g greatat sccing co|or, even colors that PcoP|c can't see!







